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SUBJECT: NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE CELEBRATIONS 

1. THE SEPTEMBER 18-19 NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE CELEBRATIONS 

IN SANTIAGO INCLUDED THE USUAL EVENTS. DURING THE TRADITIONAL 
TE DEUM AT THE CATHEDRAL ON SEPTEMBER 18 RAUL CARDINAL SILVA 
READ A LONG SERMON IN THE PRESENCE OF PRESIDENT PINOCHET 
AND OTHER MEMBERS OF THE JUNTA, CABINET MINISTERS AND MILITARY 
LEADERS, AND THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS. THE SERMON COVERED THE 
GENERAL THEMES OE LOVE, PEACE AND JUSTICE AND EMPLOYED THE 
KIND OE BROAD LANGUAGE THAT ON THE WHOLE IS AGREEABLE TO ALL. 

2. THE CARDINAL DID, HOWEVER, MAKE A FEW POINTED REMARKS ON 
THE NECESSITY OF PROTECTING HUMAN RIGHTS, THE RIGHT TO 
DISSENT, AND ON THE BALANCE BETWEEN ORDER AND LIBERTY ( "ORDER 
OBTAINED AT THE COST OF LIBERTY WOULD BE NONSENSE"). HE SPOKE 
SPECIFICALLY ABOUT THE LACK OF NEED TO INVENT NEW POLITICAL 
PATTERNS FOR CHILE: "OUR PUREST DEMOCRATIC AND REPUBLICAN 
TRADITION IS THE WAY." 

3. ARMY DAY SEPTEMBER 19 WAS MARKED BY THE TRADITIONAL 
MILITARY PARADE, WHICH WAS CARRIED OUT WITH GUSTO AND THE 
UTMOST PRECISION. THE FOREIGN VISITORS EOR THIS YEAR'S 
CELEBRATIONS WERE ALL MILITARY: SENIOR MILITARY MINISTERS 
AND/OR COMMANDERS FROM ARGENTINA, BOLIVIA, ECUADOR, PARAGUAY, 
BRAZIL, PERU, URUGUAY, PANAMA, AND SPAIN. 
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